
POLICE AND CRIME PANEL

Meeting to be held on 19 September 2018

POLICE AND CRIME PANEL PERFORMANCE REPORT

Contact for further information: Angela Harrison, 01772 533699, Office of the Police and
Crime Commissioner, angela.harrison@lancashire-pcc.gov.uk 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of this report is to signpost the Police and Crime Panel to the Scrutiny that was 
undertaken by the Commissioner at his recent meeting with the Chief Constable. 

The Scrutiny covers the period 1st April 2018 to 30th June 2018. 

RECOMMENDATION

The Panel are asked to consider the report and provide any feedback on the presentation from the 
Constabulary on the current position regarding recorded crime. 

1. BACKGROUND

1.1. The Police and Crime Commissioner has a responsibility to hold the Chief Constable to account 
for the Constabulary's performance as against the police and crime plan priorities by means of 
the quarterly Strategic Scrutiny meeting. 

1.2. This link https://www.lancashire-pcc.gov.uk/meetings-and-decisions/meetings-and-
reports/strategic-scrutiny-meetings/ details the Scrutiny papers received from the Chief Constable 
and the note of the meeting records the PCC holding the Chief Constable to account. 

1.3. The Panel are therefore referred to that Scrutiny meeting and may through today's meeting ask 
the Police and Crime Commissioner issues they feel relevant to that Scrutiny. 

2. PERFORMANCE HEADLINES

2.1. A major part of that scrutiny meeting focussed on the tackling crime & reoffending priority issue of 
recorded crime. For the 12 months to the end of June 2018 compared to the 12 months to the 
end of June 2017, there has been an increase of 24.8% in recorded crime. 

2.2. The position when compared with others is set out below:

Recorded crime (‘all crime’) for Lancashire and England & Wales
AREA % Recorded 12M to June-18 Versus 12M to June-17

England & Wales + 10.2% 4,912,197 4,455,994
Most Similar 
Group + 15.9% 1,198,072 1,033,727

North West Region + 18.6% 733,926 619,025

Lancashire + 24.8% 139,701 111,899
* Data taken from ForceSight V5 updated 3rd August 2018
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2.3. The increase in crime in Lancashire does not make Lancashire unique, in fact 41 other forces in 
the UK have also experienced increases in recorded crime. 

2.4. At Scrutiny there was much discussion about the figures and what we know about the "real" 
increases in crime. 

2.5. The Commissioner was of the view that the Panel would be better informed around this issue if 
they were to receive a presentation on this issue at their Panel meeting. A representative from 
Lancashire Constabulary will be present to explain the figures and to provide headline 
explanations and key messages.

2.6. It is important to understand that whilst the recording of crime is increasing, crime itself is not 
going up by that amount, further, that the calls to the police are high, but are remaining fairly 
static. Police officers are deploying to around only 2% more jobs than previously. However, the 
amount of recorded crimes that require investigation has risen massively and therefore has an 
impact on the finite resources available. 

3. PERFORMANCE MEASURES

3.1. At Appendix A is the current performance data for the last quarter covering all the Police and 
Crime Plan priority areas. 

4. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

5. APPENDICES
Appendix A – PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
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